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The Committee, therefore, urged the acceptance of its
conclusions " as embodying in their broad lines a policy
on which responsible public opinion both in this country
and in India may unite/' and expressed its confidence that
Parliament " will make the transfer generously and in no
grudging spirit."

But a body of " central opinion," on whose support the
Government relied for the working of the new Constitution,
found the Report of the Joint Select Committee more
reactionary than the White Paper. Even among the
political groups which were accustomed to support the
Government there was a feeling that the powers given at
the Centre were too narrow and restricted, and that the
Committee had not formulated their recommendations on
the Joint Memorandum of the British Indian Delegates.
In a resolution passed by the Conference of the National
Liberal Federation of India it was declared that any Con-
stitution based on the lines of the Report would be wholly
unacceptable to all shades of Indian political opinion, and
would only intensify the present discontent in the country.
The Right Hon. V. S. Sastri, P.C., the doyen of the Indian
Liberals, in moving the resolution sounded a note of warning
in the following words :

" So far as I could see, the Government would not be able
to get the people to work the Constitution with contentment.
There would be a continual wrangle between the people and
the Government. It might be worked, but there would be
no peace in the land, nor peace between India and England.
Bitterness would increase. . . . It was impossible for Liberals
to give co-operation. Co-operation with friends was noble,
but co-operation with those who had treated them with the
utmost distrust and were preparing to enact a Constitution
in defiance and disregard of their dearest wishes would be
suicide/'

In the judgment of the Council of the Moslem League,
the Report was unsatisfactory as it had not secured them
a one-third representation in the Federal Assembly. The